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8 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.  

Brief Snapshot 
• Retelling of the Attack (Deuteronomy 25:17-19)  

17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way 
as you came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you 
on the way when you were faint and weary, and 
cut off your tail, those who were lagging behind 
you, and he did not fear God. 19 Therefore when 
the Lord your God has given you rest from all 
your enemies around you, in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to 
possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek 
from under heaven; you shall not forget. 



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” 



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  

 A Few First



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  

 A Few Firsts 
• Joshua's Appearance



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  

 A Few Firsts 
• Joshua's Appearance 
• Amalekites’ Appearance



17:8-16

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go 
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on 
the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  

 A Few Firsts 
• Joshua's Appearance 
• Amalekites’ Appearance 
• Israel Fighting as a Nation
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8. Holy war was a religious undertaking, involving 
fasting, abstinence from sex, and/or other forms of 
self denial.  

Models that war was not about national pride but 
holiness
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HOLY WAR OT Historical Propositions 
1. No standing army was allowed.  
2. No pay for soldiers was permitted. 
3. No personal spoil/plunder could be taken.  
4. Holy war could be fought only for the conquest or defense of the promised land.  
5. Only at Yahweh’s call could holy war be launched.  
6. Solely through a prophet could that divine call come.  
7. Yahweh did the real fighting in holy war because the war was always his.  
8. Holy war was a religious undertaking, involving fasting, abstinence from sex, and/or other forms of self denial.  

9. A goal of holy war was the total annihilation of an evil 
culture (the enemy, the Canaanites).  

Models the importance of holiness 
10.The violator of the rules of holy war became an enemy.  

Models the absolute decision to choose 
11. Exceptions and mutations were possible, especially in 

the case of combat with those who were not original 
inhabitants of the promised land, and therefore who 
were not automatically to be exterminated.  

Models mercy and compassion 
12. Decisive, rapid victory characterized faithful holy war.  

Models God's capability
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Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the 
top of the hill. 
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11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, 
and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek 
prevailed.  

Consider: 
• This is a fighting force of slaves 
• They possessed minimal and old weapons 
• Was hard to find capable men 
• In the natural realm the Amalekite's always win 

(asked to fight a loosing battle) 
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THE POINT 

1. This is God's Battle  
2. God's Sovereignty and Man's Responsibility 

Sovereignty 
• All things are under God's rule and control, and that 

nothing happens without His direction or 
permission. God works not just some things but all 
things according to the counsel of His own will 
(Ephesians 1:11) 

• Not merely that God has the power and right to 
govern all things, but that He does so, always and 
without exception
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12 But Moses' hands grew weary, so they took a stone 
and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron 
and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the 
other on the other side. So his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun.  

Selah 
1. Moses is not the reason for victory  
2. We need each other 

They trusted God and fought, they trusted God and prayed.  



17:8-16

13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people 
with the sword.
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14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a 
memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, 
that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek 
from under heaven.”  
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15 And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, 
The Lord Is My Banner,  

Jehovah Nissi - Yahweh “is my signal pole”  

Thankfulness and Worship go hand in hand.
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16 saying, “A hand upon the throne of the Lord! The 
Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.” 

Consider our Great God 
1. He is Jealous for his Glory 
2. He is Sovereign 

This is Good News to all who fear him!




